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Tupua Te Kawa  - The journey to return 

the Whanganui River to the Whanganui 

River. 
 
Gerrard Albert Chair of Nga Tangata Tiaki o Whanganui Trust 







Te Awa Tupua 

Mouri Awa, Mouri Tangata, Mouri Ora 









Tupua Te Kawa 
The Innate Values of Te Awa Tupua 



Ko te Awa te matapuna o te ora  
The River is the source of spiritual and 
physical sustenance 
 
Te Awa Tupua is a spiritual and physical entity that supports and 
sustains both the life and natural resources within the River and the 
health and wellbeing of iwi, hapū and other communities of the River.  
 



E Rere kau mai Te Awa Nui mai i te Kahui Maunga ki 
Tangaroa 
 

 The Great River flows from the mountains to the 
 sea  
 

  Te Awa Tupua is an indivisible and living whole from the  
  mountains to the sea, incorporating the River and all of its physical 
  and metaphysical elements.  
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  Ko au te Awa ko te Awa ko au 
  I am the River and the River is me The iwi and hapū 

  of the River have an inalienable  interconnection with, and responsibility to, Te 

  Awa Tupua and its health and wellbeing.  



.  

Ngā manga iti, ngā 
manga nui e honohono 
kau ana, ka tupu hei Awa 
Tupua  

  

The small and large 
streams that flow into one 

another and form one 
River 

 

Te Awa Tupua is a singular entity 
comprised of many elements 
and communities, working 
collaboratively for the common 
purpose of the health and 
wellbeing of Te Awa Tupua.  

 



  

 

 

 

 

Te Pou Tupua    The human face 
      and voice of Te  
      Awa Tupua 



Te Mana o te Awa 

Te Mana o te Iwi 



A Confident and Prosperous 
Tribal Nation and River 
Community 



Our Children Speak as the 
River, have a sense of place 
and belonging always 




